EMMA GARDNER visiis Comberton Village School where they are
elping children with autism cope with mainstream schooling by

iving thern support and their own space where they can go during
weaks, The approach is being rolled out to other schools.
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Meany of {hem alse saffer ot
rnental health Issmes, inctoding self-
exlearm andd mability o hisract with
thelr peers.

Tlae trust 1s aten dovelosing A
Calin provision al its primary
sohood at Gamlimiay to support
studends ai a wonneter qpe,

fome B8 sindents roceive suppord
fronn the Cobin af Comberten, of
Fheso 51 Luve edueation, health wond
care (MEFHD plans, Alowt one in 15 of
the wellegs population has ASC.

 The muin aspect of the Cabli's
worl 18 offering 4 sale apace for
chitdren with ASC (E not
exclusivelyr during breal and lnch
times,

Tiead of the Cabin Jane Hylton,
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My Aleotl, explains When we
started we learted vory guicldy thaj
o of the most difficult toz was
wiwavs broak and lwnch, tho
unslrEctred tines when people are
hanping out.

"y wariedd o make sure we had
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an adutt around whee coakd
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with vhews, 3 games” club, mesle
clabs, and art clihs. Wo fhand vwry
#avly that deiny sosnelbing at
Timichbmes enabled therm 1o heable
to gel through school,”

Mr albencl continmes: “A ok ol
tho time the sindents can mandpe
leraons as they 'ee highly-structured,

It’s the cther bits, paytime and
nhilside that they find the 1ost.
diffleill.

“Ipaf stidenls, when T go o othe,
achonls, Tind them In fhe cornor of
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{1ver the years, the collepe has
o137 hiad thres studends that were
unsble 1o manegs and moved to
alternative provizsion, while others
harvee gained places in the sixth foro

“Withont this provision, and ina
matnsiream rehool, they'd be on the
periphery and not being abds to jodr
1 and e be grite sure how fo da
friendshipes o e part of angrthing -
ard that's if they could manage to
e part of a mainateesn schood at
all,” savs hs Tykton.
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wie Fond initlally would happen na
malnstream envirenment. Bauaally,
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with othey perples” expeiations.
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Tha Cabin virrently supporls
mars boys than givls at 4 railo
¢ of M) to 30, which reflnots the
1 picturs nationally.

Fi's still more eomtnen {o4en
wrid hoyvs to recelve o disgoesis of
aullsmm, according o {ie Mational
Anrtistle Somicty.

But H's incroasingly elieved that
autistic women and giels may oo
Delier at masking thear difficiliies,
leadlne 10 theis satlsm bong
trisaed,

Wiz Hylton adels: "Girls fend to
showr their anlksm more ut aboat 14
ar 15, 50 we don't end to get thean at
11 wlhh a diapnosls,™

She eontivmee:: “Wikh autisme, d's
a developmental disabilly,
Ematioasly our hoys tead o be
mich more brmmatere than {heir
peets and thet's why the difference
i valy mors apparenl in givds a
about 14 a5 puherty kicks off"

M Alkenck adds: " don't think
Ihey're conacionsly masiing it, [
thind they're s ipying te survive

- And Homanifests In a difforent way.

They've not loud and Aagerossive,
and fighling and junping sver
fenees.

“Thay e just laglaied.”

For mora informstion,
visit eonmbartome orohan s
SN A,

The 10 winners of an ack
eomipetition ained at bringing
o Iile Cambriggeshire County
Lounneil’s plodge o waorlk
ingether 1o malie zpeela)
piucational needs and
dizsability {SEND) everybody's
husiness kave been
aynounced,

Move thar 300 cmtries wore
recetved for the SEND pladge
art vompetition and the
winning arbworks wers
dAisplayed as part of the
launch eveni ior the joind
SEND stratepy for

Carmidgeshive avud
Polerhorongh.

The winmors were einsen by
a panel of jndezcs, which
inchrded artists Jalic eed
Al Paye Panchal and
represepiativos from pavent
carer forums, Bach wipner
was prosenced With a £75
vipucher for their schookand a
personal £25 vouchor.

upils from 5f Lanvence AC
Sichoul, Hing's Hedpes
Primary ol Tarpington
Village College wWore amoby
the @Winmners,

Summer children are being outperformed

The gap 18 edeeaiinaal
parformance between
Cambridgeshive children born
o sahimer and the rest of the
vesr necds to be put back on
the agenda, aceording to the
county cotncil’s service
director for education, writes
Ben Hotton, Looo! Deinochi oy
Reporier.

Jonathan Lewis soid the gap
in porformanes between
Cambrideeskive children born
in sunmer and the rest of the
vear is “stavtling”.

Camhreldgeshire Comy
Conneils ¢hildren and youug
penphe commitier was
presonted wiih the county's
edurational puicomes on
Tuesday tast wesll,

1t was noted that the gap In
pupils achisving the expected
slandard at Key Stage % - aged
seer 1o L1 — hetwesn sInnes
born and amturen born
childran was 8.8 porccniape
noints,

0Of those horn.in the
suTANaET, 566 per cent hit the
expected standard, whereas
the coonty averaze 15 G2.5 pex
ceirt. Lreluding the sutnmer
born childven, the average is
G458, Those Orn 1o @i
sopred kiphest, with 7.4 per

eenl, then wimter with 63.4
per cent, and AL.7 per cont of
those born in the spring hit
the expreted standard.

YWhen the disparity was
guecbed by conncillers, Me
Towis, sail: “I just theught i
was starfhing. Whan T put the
figurer there T expectad theve
to be 2 differenss — but it was
signifloani. There 15 7o reasnn
why surmser-born children
can't perform,”

e jokingly noted to the
commnitice that he imsell
was a sumner-bayn child,

The edweationsl
achicvemerld gap for spamuner-
horn children was far from
the only neticeable dispavity
in the fiouces, The gap
between thoue moeeting the
expecipd standurd hetween
hoys and ghrks at the same
stapge is Iarger — 9.3 pevacntagi
poinis.

Hut the gap beltween the
most and least deprived pupik
at Key Slage & is move than
double those disparitics, at
40,2 poreeniAge poiais.

Wi Tewis tobd ihe
committee the county “his to
continee that focus™ on
reducinp tho gap for
disadvaniagoed pujdls.



